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2 Sam. Chap. xxiii. Yer, 1, David Sweet Pat 
miſt of 1{rael. 


2 Chron, Chap. xxix. Ver. 30. — Sing Praiſe a unto 
the LORD, with the Words of David, and of Aſaph 
the Seer. 


Prov. xxx. 5, 6. Every Word of GOD is pure — 
thou not unto his Words, leſt he reprove thee, and thus 
be found a Liar, 
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ents) SHALL not Apologize for em- 
Sl 1 [Rl ploying my Pen a little in Behalf 
/f David's Pſalms, ſince every 
Man has an Intereſt in them ; 


and Mr. Watts has ſhewn himſelf importu- 


nate for us to embrace his Sentiments, in or- 
der to lay them afide, and uſe his own : Here- 
upon he might reaſonably expect a grateful 
Acknowledement from thoſe that accept them, 
and from others a Reaſon of their Refuſal. 
But ſomewhat T ſhall ſay in Anſwer unto two 
Requeſts made by him. 
We are bel in the leſſer Volume of his 
Pſalms, not to cenſure his Work, without a dili- 
gent Peruſal of the larger ; becauſe of the Pre- 


face and Notes : But here alſo he defires a For- 
A2 as 
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bearance to cenſure the Work, till we have read 
his Diſcourſe of Pſalmody, which he hoped 
would ſhortly be publiſhed. In Anſwer to this, I 
have tried what he could ſay in two Prefa- 
ces, one to his Hymns, the other to his 
Pſalms, according to his Defire: But the 
Diſcourſe of Pſalmody is not yet come 
forth, as 'tis ſaid, tho tis ſeven Years fince 
he referred us to it. 

In the Preface to his Pſalms, we have 
about twenty Pages concerning David's Pſalms 
and his own, by way of Apology and Defence; 
One would think therefore, enough had been 
ſais (and having ſpoken freely and plainly) 
to allow an Anſwer : But in ſuch a Caſe as 
this, ſo ſoon as ane ſhall cenſure, another 
nay and ſhould windicate: And yet tis noto- 
rious that My. Watts, for many Years paſt, 
has been ufing his Pen to diſgrace David's 
_ Pſalms, with little Oppoſition. But his Way 
ro keep us off, looks not very well. One 
would think, that if a Man has a modeſt 
Opinion of himſelf, and is an impartial 
Well-Wifher to Truth, he might be willing to 
{ee whether his Sentiments — Work, fo dif- 
—_— from the Judgment of the Generality of 
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the Wiſeſt and Holieſt Men of our latter Times, 
would bear Trial by Adverſaries to them; 
rather than to labour for ſo many Years to 
make Proſelytes : Eſpecially one would ſo 
think, confidering him to have done ſuch a 
Work for the Churches, as he has not knows 
to have been done by any fince the Begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity ; not excluding Ixsus 
CnkIsT, and the Apoſtles themſelves, who 
were inſpired. And could he have been 
more confident and laborious if he had had 
a ſpecial and infallible Revelation by the 
HOLY SPIRIT in his Notions * Hows 
ever, his Succeſs has been, in a confiderable 


Meaſure, according to his Defire and En- 


deavour, his Pjalms having took the Place" of 
David's in more than a few Congregations : 
So that I may ſay, "Tis Time to work, for 
they have made void the Holy Pſalms. 
And thus much may excuſe me for appearing 
at this Time on their Behalf. 

The other Requeſt is, That we make a 
few Experiments of his Songs, to try whe- 
ther they are not ſuited, thro' Divine Grace, 
to kindle in us a Fire of Zeal and Love, &c. 
To be free, I have not thought it neceſſary 

| to 
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ro comply with this Requeſt, having learn d 
before in the Preface, the Rules he acted by 


in making of them, and his Deſign, as to the 


Uſe of them. And 1 had held my Peace, if 
he had not made them in Oppofition to Da- 
vid's, with an Intent to prefer them to 
David's. But by ſpeaking plainly his Opi- 


nion of them, as the original Motive ro 


his Undertaking, the Rules he acted by 
his Work, and his Deſign of its Uſe, 54 e. 
Inſtead of David's, he incapacitated me for 


making any farther Trial, to ſee whether, 
thro Grace, his Pſalms were ſuited, 8c. 


But, notwithſtanding, I have read ſome of 


them; and when I ſhall believe that his 


Opinions of David's Pjalms are right, his 
Rules in making his own Rieht, and his 
Deſign, as to the Uſe of them, is right, I 
ſhall not doubt but that he framed his Work 


thro Divine Grace. 


But if by a few Experiments of his Songs, 


a Ufing them in Divine Worſhip, either pri- 
vate or publick, is meant : I had no Occafion 


10 make Trial this Way, for the Reaſons be- 
fore named. But, befides, I muſt ſay, I 
have utterly refuſed it, remembering that the 
Scripture 
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PREFACE vii 


Scripture ſaith, Whatſoever is not of Faith, 
is Sin, Gop, who is a Spirit, may not be 
worſhipped but in Spirit and in Truth. 
And tho tis lawful to try a Man's Work 
by Reading, yet not by Worſhipping. The 
moſt High and Omniſcient Being would deeply 


relent our Offering to him, that which we 


knew not whether we could approve our 


ſelves. But, it ſeems, that the Generality 


of them that uſe thoſe Pſalms, readily ap- 


proved them, and were pleaſed in the. Uſe 


of them; never ſeriouſly nor ſolidly confi- 
dering whether GoD accepts them, or not : 
But "tis no ſtrange Thing; for Men have 
always been prone to think that GoD is 


ſuch a One as themſelves, that he muſt 


needs be pleaſed with what pleaſes them in 
Divine Worſbip. 

Now it behoves All thoſe who have in- 
advertently made uſe of Mr Watts's Pſalms, 
and any that may think to make uſe of 
them, to try well whether thoſe Songs are 
ſuited thro Divine Grace, 'as himſelf ſaith, 
to kindle in them a Fire of Zeal and Love. 
And here they would do well to examine, in 
the firſt Place, whether their Author was mo- 


ved 
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ved by a right Judgment, or wrong, con- 
cerning David's Pſalms, when he undertook 
to frame his own : And tis certain that he 
thinks many Places in the Pſalms, where Da- 
vid ſhews vehement Zeal in his Devotion, 
ſharp Invectives that tend to fill the Mind 
with bitter perſonal Reſentments, and not 
well ſuited ro the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 
Now if in this he is miſtaken, are his Songs 
better ſuited to kindle in us a Fire of Zeal 
and Love than David's? 


Again, if there are any that find an Abun- 


dance of Affection by the Uſe of thoſe Pſalms, 
they would do well to examine it, fince tis 
poſſible for Men to offer unto GoD ſtrange 
Fire; and alſo ſeeing a large Meaſure of 
a Thing is often a Sign of a wrong Kind, 
according to the Saying, Tis too much to 
be good. Tis common with weak Chriſ- 
tians to bleſs themſelves according to the 
Abundance of Paſſion they find in Divine 
Service ; and as they uſually judge of a 
Sermon according to their Affection in the 
Hearing it, ſo tis likely they jrdge of 4 
P/alm in Singing it. How often do the 
Affections take the Place of Reaſon, whereby 

Men 
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Men make falſe Conclufions * But if their 
Aﬀetion, as from thoſe Pſalms, is perfectly 
pure, (which they cannot prove,) they may 
not conclude from thence that they be better 
than David's, for Divine Worſhip ; for a 
Book of human Compoſure is not better for 
t 4 Man's daily Reading than the Bible, though 
bis Affection is moved more 9 the former 
than the latter. 
F Perhaps, the Reader may think it ſome- 
what odd to find firſt of all in this ſhort Pleg 
or David, the Teſtimony of Men: I had 
s, wo Reaſons for choofing that Order. When 
I firſt thought of Oppofing Mr. Watts, I in- 
tended to publiſh no more than the Sentiments 
of thoſe Miniſters and Mr. Watts's, with 
a few Remarks of Contrariety between them. 
The other Cauſe was my Perſwafion, that 
Men might pay ſo much Deference to the 
Names and Memories of thoſe Miniſters, as 
to be induced by their Opinion to weigh well 
4 || the Sentiments of One that's carrying on 4 
he | contrary Cauſe ſucceſsfully. 
+ As to the Part that follows, I am not con- 
the ſcious of any Partiality, or unfair Dealing 
by in it: But I earneſtly wiſh that the Reader 
en B would 
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would give himſelf the Trouble of Reading 
the whoſe Prefaces in the Author's Books, 5 
he is ſuſpicious; yet it cannot be thought 
that every Expreſſion ſhould be taken Notice 
of in ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe as this. Now 
whether it carries in it Self-Convittive Argu- 
ment and Scripture-Evidence, I need not ſay, 
as it belongs not to me, it being publiſhed to 


be ſubmitted to any Judgment guided by the 
Holy Scriptures: And by which T am moſt 


willing it may either ſtand or fall. 
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IS well known that Mr. Watts, 
among his Endeavours to reform 
G al Mens Minds in Matters of Reli- 
e dgion, has given the World in 
F e . 21 | 
ey SSR plain Terms his Judgment of 
David's Plalms; but in as much 
as his Opinion is directly Contrary to the Opi- 
nion of a great many worthy Miniſters of the 
firſt Rank ſince the Reformation, it has been 
thought fit to publiſh together Part of a Preface 
to the Scotch Verſion of David's Pſalms, with 
the Authors Names, and Part of a Preface to 
Mr. Watts Hymns, which himſelf wrote. 
| Eo Part 
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It may not be amiſs to add ſome Things fe- 
lating to theſe Prefaces; becauſe ſome may be 
ignorant of the firſt ; and perhaps others may 
think, that the Publication of the laſt, as it is, 
does not fairly repreſent its Author. 

The Preface to the Scorch Verſion is rare, but 
it may be had at ſome Bookſellers; and we find 
it to ſome Pſalms printed in the Year 1673, 
and to ſome more, printed in 1700 ; by reading 
of which the Reader will ſee, that the Part 
here publiſhed, was impartially taken. 

"Tis true, that in Mr. Watts's Preface are a 
few Words in bigh Commendation of David's 
Pſalms, which might have been taken into this 
Part of it; but it was left only for the ſake of 
Brevity, not 1n the leaſt from any Opinion that it 
would repreſent its Author excuſable in his Cauſe 
1n the leaſt Degree : And for the ſamic Reaſon, 
this Part of this Preface was choſen, rather than 
Mr. Watts's Pretace to his Pſalms : And tho' 'tis 
hort, yet 'tis comprehenſive of his Opinions of 
the Pſalms; and there's nothing in that Preface 
to his own Pſalms, which may not be found in 
this Part of his Preface to his Hymns. * 

Nothing ſhou'd be ſaid to byas the impartial 
Reader's Judgment: But tho' an Author may 
Judiciouſſy and Impartially write againſt ano- 
ther's Performance, 1n order to prefer his own, 
it may be no Breach of Charity to take Notice, 
that Mr. Watts, in writing ſo freely againſt Da- 
vids Pſalms, or a ſtrict Tranſlation of them, 
has his own perſonal Performance in View : But 
thole Authors of the other Preface, in writing 
tor Datid's'Plalms, or an Exact Tranſltion of 
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em, had no Work of their own to recommend | 
or prefer, having had no hand in the Scotch 
Verſion, which they prefaced, as we may rea- 
ſonably think. | | 
We have Mr. Watt's Sentiments of theſe Au- 
thors, or ſome of them at leaſt, in theſe Words 
of his own —— With a ſolenm and unſeigned Ve- 
neration J Reverence the Names and Memories of 
thoſe excellent Men, thoſe Learned and Pious 
Authors of the laſt Age : ——s Nor do I think 
the Devotion, and Zeal, and Piety of our preſent 
Times equal to theirs, But if our Age 1s not 
equal to the laſt in true Devotion, Zeal, and 
Piety, and yet excel the laſt in the Know 
of revealed Religion, tis unaccountable : We find 
throughout the Bible, that Knowledge in Gop's 
People was always in proportion to their true 
Devotion, Zeal, and Piety ; and Ignorance in pro- 
portion to the Loſs of inward Power, and the out- 
ward Practice of true Religion. Whenever an 
Age degenerated from the Power of Religion, 
as to Practice they fell from Light; for the 
former is the Conſequent of the latter, as the 
Effect from the Cauſe. But beſides, does not 
Soy judicially blind Men for Backſliding, and 
for not living up to their Light? _ 

We may further take Notice, that we have 
here the Opinions of twenty-ſix Miniſters againſt 
Mr. Watts's one alone: If he had expreſſed the 
Names of thoſe Miniſters or private Chriſti- 
ans, he faith be of his Opinion; or if they 
had ſubſcribed them themſelves to his Pre- 
face, they ſhould have been tranſcribed here in 
their proper Place, ot > 1 


VINDICATION 


| OF | 
David's PSALMS,&@c. 


PART IL 


D  Salmody is a glorious Part of Divine Wor- 


ot the Neglect of it by ſome, and the Abuſe of 
it by others; and no doubt but a Reformation 
ſhould be moſt earneſtly defir'd and endeavour'd. 


Aid we have much more in the Word of Gop, 
concerning this Part of Divine Worſhip, than 


concerning that of Prayer; doubtleſs, therefore, 


the Lord hath ſhewn how it ſhou'd be perform'd 


by us, as to Matter and Manner. 
But if Mr. Watt's Prefaces to his Hymns and 
Pſalms be well conſider' d, it may appear, that 
all his Labours to reform Plalmody, proceeded 
from his Ignorance and Errors concerning Da- 
vids Pſalms; and conſequently, that he might 
have ſpared his Paint; which I ſhall endeavour 
to evince briefly. | | 
He 


— — 


ſhip; and there's juſt Cauſe for Complaint 
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| He holds three grand Errors about David's 

| BB Pſalms: The Firſt is about the Spirit of them; 
That 'tis contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel. 

The Second is about the Speech of them; 

That 'tis unfit for Goſpel Worthip. 
The Third is about the Propriety of them; 
That the Pſalms are not Ours, becauſe of their 
Matter, 5c. (And all that he faith againſt them 
may be compriſed in theſe three :) Of each in its 
Order. And, 5 


I. Of the Error about the Spirit of the Pſalm : 
Mr. Watts thinks, that the Spirit of the Pſalms 
in the Old Teſtament is contrary to the Spirit 
of Love and Forgiveneſs in the New. But here 
I would not be underſtood too peremptory, as 
if I meant, that Mr. Watte thinks the Spirit 
of all the Pſalms, and all Parts of them, is 
contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel ; no, but 
the Spirit of ſome Plalms, and of Parts of a 
_ many more. Some of the Pſams, he 
aith, are almoſt oppoſite to the Spirit of the 

che Goſpel : Why he faith almoſt (and not quite) 

I oppoſite I will not ſay, it may eaſily be conjectu- 

I red: However, his Meaning can't eaſily be miſ- 
taken, and eſpecially if we take notice of what 
he faith in other Places of his Prefaces, about 
Imprecations in the Pſalms ; and alſo if we take 
notice of the many Pſalms, and Parts of Pſalms, 
which he would not imitate in making his own; 24A 
and many Parts more he might as well have | 
refuſed to imitate upon the ſame Princi : 
ple. It plainly appears, if we may judge from 
At et ar, C. 2 * ziz} 1 Word 


uno ERIE 


—— — 


Lie! 
Word and Work, that Mr. Watts thinks that 
a great Part of David's Plalms be contrary to 
the Spirit of the Goſpel; or, in other Words, 
that a conſiderable Part of the Book of Pſalms, 
becauſe of Imprecations, is oppoſite to the Goſ- 
pel, which requires us to love our Enemies : 
But this his Notion, I ſhall ſhew in a few Par- 
ticulars, to be erroneous. And, 

I. David was a Type of CuRISr, not only in 
his outward Condition, but alſo in his Spirit: 
He was the Man after God's own Heart; a 
Man of Juſtice and Integrity, (which can't be con- 
trary, but conſonant to Charity ; and did not 
David excel in Charity as well as in Juſtice? ) 
Does he not perſonate Jesvs CHRIS at ſome 
Times when he uſes the ſevereſt Imprecations ? 
* And therefore, why may not his Spirit be like 
CurisT's, and himſelf a Type of CHRIST, when 
he prays from a Principle of Juſtice againft his 
Enemies for temporal Evils, ſeeing he was a 
publick Perſon, as CuRIs r was ? And it cannot 
be ſaid that he ever prayed againſt his Enemies, 
contrary to the Commands of the ſecond 'Table, 


but agreeable to them; and) ESS CHRIST 


never taught contrary to them in one Jot or 
Tittle; no, any part of the Moral Law was 
more valuable to him than Heaven and Earth. 
David was a great Lover, and punctual Doer 
of Gobꝰs juſt Commands in Diſtinction from Saul. 
+ who refuled to obey the Commandment - 


— 


— 


— — 


* Fſal. lxix. 22. Pſal, cix. + 1 Sam. xiii· 11, 1, 13, 14. 
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| the Loxp, that he might gratify his own De- 


fire : He would ſpare Agag, (tis likely for Pity,) 
and the beſt of the Sheep and of the Oxen, ei- 
ther for Profit, or to Praiſe the Loxd with. * 
But this ſhould be known, that no Charity to 
Man is good in the Sight of Gop, that's con- 
trary to his Word ; and .that the Service done 
for his Worſhip, that's not according to it, is not 
accepted of him, whatever fine Pretences Men 
may give: To obey is better than Sacrifice, yea, 
tho' 'tis from the beſt of Man's Device, Coſt, 
or Labour. 'Thus David being the Man after 
GOD' own Heart, a Lover of Juſtice, we 
muſt believe that his Spirit in his Imprecations, 
was the ſame with Jesuvs CxxisT's in the Goſ- 
pel ; and it we think otherwiſe, we may lay, 


that he ſeems to have been the moſt unfit 


Perſon for that Character which the Art -wist 


Gop gave him. But, 


2. David's Imprecations in his Pſalms are of 
Divine Inſpiration. The $5e1ziT of Gop ſpoke 
by David, as the Anointed of the Gop of Ja- 
cob, and ſweet Plalmiſt of Jſrael : + And if ſo, it 
would be very. Raſh to ſay they are contrary to 
the Spirit of the Goſpel ; for the ſelf-ſame 
Hory SIT can't oppoſe himſelf. But farther; 


The Imprecations in David's Plalms that he - 


utter d. were made a part of the holy Scriptures; 
and I think we may lay allo, for the Uſe of the 
Jews in divine Worſhip: (I fay nothing here of. 

| Chri- 


2 


1 Sam. 1 5. 20, Kc. f 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2. 
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Chriſtians.) I know we have in the Scriptures, 
raſh and unjuſt Imprecations, that were ſpoken 
by righteous and inſpired Men; but not one 
ſuch may be found in the Plalms : And if Gop 
appointed them for his Worſhip, they are not 
according to Malice, or a Spirit of ſintal Re- 
venge : It would not become the Wiſdom of 
Gop, to give his People, for their Devotion, a 
Book that is contrary to Juſtice or Charity, to 
lead them into Sin. = AR 
3. We have in the New Teſtament ſevere Im- 
precations utter d by Chriſtians, as well as in 
the Old, ſpoken by Jews : And I! give only 
two or three Inſtances ; Paul ſaith, If any Man 
love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Ana- 
thema Maranatha. * And Alexander the Cop- 
per-ſmith did me much Evil; the Lox reward 


him according to his Works, F And the Martyrs 


cried, O Lorp, Holy and True, how long, doſt 
thou not judge, and avenge our Blood on them 
that dwell on the Earth ? + "Theſe are not de- 
nunciations of Judgments, but Deſires for them; 
and the two laſt of them to be executed on Per- 
ſonal Enemies. Now, ſeeing that we have the 
ſame Imprecations with a fervent Deſire againſt 
Perſonal Enemies in the New 'Teſtament, as in 
the Old, certainly 'tis as lawful and allowable 
for a ſuffering Chriſtian to pray with the Words 
of Zechariah, Lon look upon it, and require it.“ 
(when he was put to Death) as with the Words 


— 


of 


L * —— —— — — 1 
* 


* 1 Cor. xvi. 22. | T - | Tim. iv. 14. > + Rev, vi. 10. 
* 2 Chron, xxiv. 22. 
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| 
of CaurisT, Father forgive them.“ But if tis ob- | 


jected, that the Imprecations of the New Teſta- 

ment, as well as thoſe of the Old, were from 

Perſons inſpired, and therefore Chriſtians now 

may not uſe them, my next Obſervation to 

prove, that the Spirit of the Goſpel is the ſame 

to that of the Pſalms, will clearly anſwer that: 

Which is this, 2 

4. Jesvs CHRISr himſelf taught and encoura- | | 
* his Diſciples to imprecate or pray to Go 4 


oY OY” OR BOO OO. TO 


for Vengeance againſt their Adverſaries, who in- | 
jured them: This our Loxp did in a Parable, | 

which Il inſert at large, becauſe it ſeems ſuffi- | 

cient of itſelf to convince any of the Suitable- | 
neſs of Imprecations to a Spirit of Goſpel De- 
votion ; but which is the ſame to that under | 
the Law. f And he ſpake a Parable unto them, to | | 
this End, That Men ought always to pray, and | 
not to faint, ſaying; There was in a City a Judge, | 
which feared not Gov, neither regarded Man : 
And there was a Widow in that City, and ſhe 
came unto him, ſaying, Avenge me of mine Ad- | 
3 WW oerſary. And be would not for awhile : But | 
afterward he ſaid within himſelf, tho. ] fear not 
Cop, aon 9 Man, yet becauſe this Widow trou- | 
bleth me, I will avenge her, leſt by her continual — 7 
coming ſhe weary me. And the Loxp ſaid, hear q 
ic | what the unjuſt Fudge ſaith. And , nt | 
— Gov avenge his own Elect, which cry N and 
15 Night unto him, though he bear long with them ? 

of is * I { 
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I tell you that he will avenge them ſpeedily. Ne- 
; vert heleſe, when the Son of Man cometh, ſhall 

I! be find Faith on the Earth ? 
1 Tis plain, that this Parable was ſpoke for 
1 the Uſe and Encouragement of all Injured Chri- 
fiians, from the Loxv's firſt coming unto his 
ſecond ; and therefore Perſons not inſpired may 
boldly uſe ſuch an Imprecation as this. Is not 
this Cry as {harp and levere againſt Enemies, as 
thoſe Prayers of David in the Pſalms, which Mr. 
Watts will not allow us to uſe? "Tis certain, he 
may as well call this a ſharp Invective as 
thoſe ; and therefore thou'd this be turn'd 
againſt our ſpiritual Adverſaries, Sin, and 
Satan? Or fſhou'd this part of the Goſpel be 
Ejected, leſt Chriſtians ſhou d pray according to 
it, or their Devotion be Defiled by it? May 
not Mr. Watts do the fame by this, as by the 
Imprecations of the Pſalms, if he has done well 
by them? But we ſee how directly he has gone 
againſt the Loxp Jzsvs by his Miſtake about 
the Pſalms, thinking the Spirit of them contrary 

to the Spirit of the Goſpel. 
. Jesvs CHRIST {poke a Parable, to the End 
10 that Men ſhou d ule Imprecations againſt Perſo- 
$i! - ſonal or Publick Enemies, and not deſiſt ; but 
It how much has Mr. Watts wrote to obtain the 
contra End? How has he acted the Part of an 
Ad againſt Cyrisr and Chriſtians, by 
taking from them Tux SwokD oF THE SPIRIT, 
that precious and uſeful Part of their ſpiritual 
| | Armour 


— 


— . —— 


* Fpb. vi. 17, 18. J Luke xvii. 7, 9 
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Armour ? And the Imprecations of the Word 
may eminently and moſt properly be ſo call d 
and accounted. But there be ſome Chriſtiant, 
for bleſſed be Gop, that Mr. Watts can't perſuade 
ri- to throw away this Sword of the Spirit, as an 
his hurtful and dangerous Weapon to themſelves, 
ay becauſe they know both how to prize and uſe it x 
20t No, certainly, there muſt be ſome, that the 
as Loxp's Words may be fulfilled, crying to him, 
Hr. whom he doth and will avenge, tho' but few, A 
he and perhaps the fewer for Mr. Watts, who 
as would, if poſſible, deceive the very Ele. Now, 
nd from what has been ſaid tis juſt to infer, that 
and the Imprecations in David's Palms are both 
be MW Lawful and Laudable for Goſpel Worſhip ; and 
to that Mr. Watts had no Cauſe to diſſuade Chri- 
lay ſtians from uſing them, or for himſelf to Reject 
the or Convert them. 
well I ſhall add only a few Things, as Cautions 1 
zone W to prevent a wrong Uſe of what has been ſaid 
out in the Behalf of Imprecations, and a Chyjſtian | 
rary i Uſe of them now, and ſo anſwer ſome Objec- | 
tions that may be raiſed, There is no Truth 

End or Priviledge that's not capable of Abuſe, and 
erſo· this is eſpecially by the Ignorant and the Ma- 

but licious; and even real "Chriſtians are liable to | 
the miſtake in this Matter, as did James and John, © | 
of an who from the Imprecations of Elias were for | 
„ by commanding Fire from Heaven oh ſome that | 
RI T refuſed to receive the Logp:*+ But, notwith- | 
1tual D ſtanding 


ſh r . 


_ 
— 


g vis 1 1s. f Luke vin. 7,8. + Luke is. 54 


161 
ſtanding this, Imprecating Pſalms may not be 
taken away; but if they be, and that for Fear 
of Damage by them, they that do it, can't 
blame ſome, that will not allow the common 
People the Bible on that Account, Let Peo- 
ple know what manner of Spirit they are of; 
and then let em uſe the Sword of the Spirit, 
and the Wiſdom and Zeal of the Spirit: 
We ſhould leam to pray for our Enemies, 
and bleſs them, before we pray againſt them, 
and curſe them: I conceive that our LORD 


taught, and the Diſciples learn'd, the former 


before the latter: And if a Perſon can pray for, 
love, and do good to his Enemy, he can pray 
for Vengeance againſt him without Malice, or a 
Spirit of ſinful Revenge. And this Spirit of 
malicious Revenge in the Hribes and Phariſees 
our Loxp taught againſt, and reproved in his 
Sermon on the Mount, ſhewing how they 
wreſted and miſtook the good old Righteous 
Law, and therefrom gratified their malicious 
Deſires: He never ſpake a Word againſt a Spi- 
rit of Juſtice or Deſire of Revenge, conſiſtent 
with that Love of our Neighbour as ourſelves : 
We may be ſure he came not to aboliſh any Part 
of the Moral Law : But 'tis evident there are 
Offences committed which we ſhould paſs over, 
and cover by Love and Mercy. A Chriſizan goes 
by that grand Maxim of doing as he would be done 
unto: And according to this, he may pray for 
Judgments on a Man for his Conviction and Con- 


ver ſion 


— 
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* Matt. v. 43. to the end, with Luke xyiii. 1, &e. 
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gain, he conſiders what Perſon the Injurer is, 


and alſo what the Injury is; whether he's Righ- 


teous or Wicked, an implacable Apoſtate, or an 
ignorant Perſecutor, when he thinks of praying 
tor 3 And he goes not beyond his 
Knowledge, but refers all to, the perfect Wiſ- 
dom and Will of Goo. Tis true, That we have 
in the Book of Pſalms, Prayer for Non- Pardon of 
Sin and eternal Puniſhment, which is very Aw- 
ful; but that is but in two Plalms ; f and per- 
haps Chriſtians have found them uſe ful, and ſuit- 


able for a perſonal Application to ſome - malig- 


nant Apoſiates, and fo ſung them: And it ſeems, 
that the Sin unto Death, the CHriſtiaus might 
diſcern without Divine Inſpiration in the Apoſtle 
John's Days. + And this Non-Pardon of Sin and 
eternal Puniſhment, were no Damps to the Apo- 
file's and his Companions Devotion, (and even 


Extaſy, as it ſeems,) when he ſaid, Now Thanks® 


be to Gop, which always cauſeth us to Triump\ 
in CHRrIST,— for we are to God a ſweet. A- 
vour of CnRIST, in them that are Saved; and in 
them that Periſh : To the one we are the Savour 
of Death unto Death. || - And ſuch a Sight as 


this was no Damp to our Saviour's Devotion; of 


whom, I think, tis never noted that he Rejoiced 
in Spirit, but when he ſaid, I thazk thee, O Fa- 
ther, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou 


haſt hid theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, 


D 2 | and 


—_— —___ 


* Pſal. Ixxxiii. 16, 18, f Pſal. lxix, Pſal. cix. + 1 Fob. 
v. 16. || 2 Cor. ii. 14, 35,16, | 0. 


. verſion, in order to his eternal Salvation. # A. 
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and haſt reweal'd them unto Babes. F If Men 
have not Wildom or Grace to enable them to 
uſe theſe two Pſalms, muſt they be thruſt out of 
the .Pſalter, and ſpoken againſt, as Enemies to 
Devotion? May not all ſing them for Inſtruc- 
tion and Admonition, and fad them very profi- 
table 2 Thus I have ſhewn that even thoſe Im- 


precations that Mr. Watts may think moſt con- 


trary for our Devotion, are agreeable. And I'll 


fay only this farther in the General, That David 


ſtill deſerves that Character, THE SWEET PSA L- 
MIS T OF ISRAEL,“ as he is the Author of Pſalms 
ſuitable to an Evange lick Spirit; notwithſtand- 
ing all that Mr. Watts hath ſaid and done in 
Oppoſition to him. 


II. Of the Error concerning the Speech or 
Language of the Pſalms. The Language Mr. 


Matis accounts Jewiſh and Levitical, according 
to the Old Teſtament: This he reſents very 
% much, as an Obſtacle to Devotion ; and ſaith, 


It checks us in our Aſcent toward Heaven, 
and darkens our Sight of Gop the Saviour. If 
theſe Evils may juſtly be laid to the Charge of 
the Language of David's Plalms, no Man may 
blame him for ſeeking Redreſs; and theſe fore 
Evils he thinks he has redreſs d, by giving us a 
Book of Pſalms, which he entitles, The Pſalms 
7 David, imitated in the Language of the New 

efiament. 1 never heard that the Pſalms were 
thought to be dark becauſe of their Language ; 


and 


2. 


7 Mat. xi. 2 * 


2 Sam. xxiii. 1 
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and One would wonder that Mr. Watts ſhould 
ſo repreſent them. ſeeing he ſpeaks ſo highly of 
our {uperior Light by the Goſpel ; for Chiſlans 
may underſtand, elſe what did the Je know 
of their Pſalter under the Old Teſtament Diſ- 
penſation 2 And yet 'tis 'to be hoped that they 


knew what was Read or Sung. But it ſeems 


that Mr. Watts will not allow that Pfalter to be 
fit for a Chriſtian Congregation, that has in it 
Expreſſions that the meaneſt in the Aſſembly 
may not underſtand : For, ſaith he, Does every 
menial Servant in the Aſſembly know hom to uſe 
theſe Words devoutly, (viz ) When I receive the 
Congregation, I will judge upright, Plal. Ixxv. 2. 
A Bow of Steel is broken by mine Arme; — As 
ſoon as they (hall hear of me, they ſhall obey me, 
Pſalm xviii. 34, 44. A very ſtrange Argument 
againſt the Uſe of David's Pſalms! But does 
every menial Servant know every Sentence in 
his Pſalms, fo as to uſe it devoutly ? I ſhould 
think a Pſalter the better for being ſuitable to 
the different $:zes of Chriſtians, both in Lan- 
guage and Matter; for then there's Room for 
the meaner to grow: And is not Growth in 
Knowledge, one great End of Pſalmody? q But 
Mr. Watts has not been labouring only to level 
us in the Actings of our Judgments in Divine 


| Worſhip, but alſo in the Actings of our Graces 


in a Meaſure; for he faith, with Reſpe to his 
Work of Imitation, Where the Flights of the 
Pſalmiſt's 


— 9 
6 


+ Col. iii. 16. 
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Pſalmiſi's Faith and Love are ſublime, I have 
often ſunk the Expreſſions within the Reach of 
an ordinary Chriſtian. | 
Now I ſhall make it appear, that his Notion 
of the Language of the Ptalms is erroneous; and 
that only by comparing the Language of the 
New Teſtament, with the Language of the 
Old. We have the Goſpel in Parables : Three 
of the Evangeliſts are fill d with Parables, and 
Johns Goſpel is full of Figurative Expreſſions. 
And are not theſe as dark as the Jewiſh and 
Levit ical Expreſſions, which we have in the 
Plalms 2 It appears then, that the Language 
of this Part of the New Teſtament is the ſame 
to the Language of the Old; the Goſpels we 
have in Parables, and the Prophets of the Old 
Teſtament in Similitudes, with the Lewvitical 
Law in T'ypes. Then as to the other Part of 
the New "Teſtament, the Apoſiles Writings, (I 
lay nothing of the Hiſtory of their Acts,) they 
have Old Teſtament Language in them; f eſpe- 
cially the Epiſtle to the Hebrews,* and the Book 
of Revelation; and in this, the laſt of the 
Bible, from Beginning to End we have it; and 
tis evident, that ſomewhat is borrowed from 
many or moſt of the Writers of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and many Things from the Ceremonial 
Law; and thus when the New Teſtament was 
| com- 


I See only an Inſtance from each Author, Phil. iv. 1% 
James i. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. 1 Fobn ii. 279. Fude xxiii. _ 


* Note, The Exhertation for the Worſhip of Praiſe conti- 


nually is given in Old Teſtament Language, Heb. xiii. 15. 
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compleating, the Loxp ſhew'd his Regard to 
the Language and Things of the Old. What 
if Goo 1> willing to be ferved under the New 
Teſtament in Old Teſtament Language; 
who may contradict 2 And thus Chriſtiazs 
may ferve him without Judaiging ſinfullv. 


Doubtleſs when the Book of Revelation was 


written, oy ng Religion was thoroughly 
aboliſhed, and the Chriſtian Religion we! 
known. Mr. Watts may know, in Anſwer G 
what he faith of Judaizing, that tho' we are 
warn'd againſt Judaizing in Religion, yet we 
are no where warn'd againſt Few Language 
in Worſhip, tho' we are by him, But if this be 
Judai ging, we Tudaize but as the inſpired Writers 
of the New Teſtament did, and, I might ſay, Ixsus 
CxrisT himſelf in the Revelation. Hence we 
muſt ſay, that the Language of the latter Part os 
the New Teſtament is the ſame to that of th. 
Old: And ſo Mr. Watts's Queſtion, (viz.) Why 
Will you conſine your ſelves to ſay one Thing, and 
mean another, is anſwered : Jxsus CHRIST 
ſaid one Thing, and meant another; and ſo did 
the Apoſtles. And as to confining ourſelves to 
this; we don't confine ourſelves to this only : 
Our Plalter, which is David's, is a great Part 
of it in plain Literal Language, and a good Part 
in Figurative, Ju as the New Teſtament 1s. 
And till Mr Watt catt bring better Reaſons 
than he does, why ſhould he cxpe& People to 
debar themſelves from the Uſe of ſuch Figura- 
tive Language, or confine themſelves to ſuch a 
Plalter as his? Tis not my Buſineſs to ſhew 
A : | | the 


MP 
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R 
the Profitableneſs of Figurative or Old Teſta* 
ment Language to give Light : They that 
love to read and know the Scriptures, know the 
Uſefulneſs of it by Experience, and ſome parti- 
cularly in the Levitical Law. Hence we may 
conclude, that Mr. Watts had no Cauſe to wah 
Chriſtians to lay aſide, the Plalms of David, be- 
cauſe of their Language; nor to talk of Imita- 
ting them in the Language of the New Teſta- 
ment. 


III. Of the Error concerning the Propriety of 
the Plalms, Mr. Watts thinks, that many of 
them were not made for us Chriſizans, to take 
them as our own : And he ſeems to thiak many 
Matters and Circumſtances to be peculiar to 
Perſons in thoſe Times of the Old Teſtament : 
and becauſe of this, he complains of their Mat- 
ter. He faith, that many of the Pſalms, are 
Widely different ſrom the preſent Circumſtances of 
Chriſtians; and alſo, That it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that in the Book of Pſalms are a T hou- 
ſand Lines, which were not made for a Church 
in our Days to aſſume as its own. 1 underſtand, 
that theſe bold Words came partly from thoſe 
fore-named Errors about the Spirit and Language 
of the Pſalms : But both Spirit and Language 1 
have fully thewn to be the ſame with thoſe of 
Chriſlians in the Ne Teſtament: And I'll ſay 
only this farther, That it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the Book of the Revelation was written 
for Chriſtians to aſſume as their own; tho' we 
read there of a Crying to Gop for Vengeance 

; againſt 
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againſt Perſonal Enemies, and the whole Book 
in Old Teſtament Language : Therefore the 
Pſalms might be written for Chriſtians to aſs 
ſume as their own, notwithſtanding theſe 


q 'Things. But what if the Pſalms were written 
1 and appointed at firſt for Fes, and their Re- 


. 
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ligion, might they not be made uſe of by the 
Gentiles in their Chriſtian Religion? And if 
Gop ſanctiſies ſecular and common Things, 
and makes them his Saints, (which- they had 
no manner of Intereſt in before,), for their Reli- 
f ious Uſe, it's no Wonder if he makes the holy 
f ſalms the Property of Chriſtian Churches 
for their Religious Worſhip: And let Mr. ; 
y Þ Wattrs Opinion of the 45th Pſalm, be ſeen | 
o for this in his Book of Imitations. But if this 
3 Old Pſalter had not been thought fit for Chriſ- 
„ tians by Jesus ChRIsT and his Apoſiles, why 
e did they not leave us a better, or teach us to 
f | Sing, as well as Crrisr taught us to Pray? 
And one can't but think that if David's Plalms 
are unfit for Chriſtian Worſhip, he had more 
h need to have taught us to ting than pray; 
d, or his Apoſiles after him. But theſe Inſpired 
le Ones never ſpake a Word againſt the Plalms, 
ze made us not one, nor gave us any Rule for to 
I make any by: Therefore did not David's con- 
of | tinue for the Uſe of _— Churches without 
y | being aboliſhed, or any Part or Parts of them? 


| 
| 


d, And may they not properly be call'd theirs? 
n But Mr. Watts imagines that the Matters of 
ve | many of them be unſuitable for us, and that 
ce : E the 
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the whole Book of them is deficient as to Mat- 
ter for us. But if Gop deſigned this Book in 
the Beginning (and then he did, it he did it at 


all) for Chriſizans, he wiſely ordered that ſuch 


Matters and Circumſtances {hould tall out, and 
be written, as ſhould be ſuitable unto ours : 
And this has been his Way, as in the Mat- 
ters and Circumſtances of the Children of 
Tract in Egypt, the Wilderneſs, and Canaan ; 
which are found ſuitable to the Conditions of 
Chriſtians :F And in the Beginning of Chriſti- 
anity, Gop order d ſuch Things to be, and be 
written, as ſhould be fit for all Chriſtians, and 
Chriſtian Churches in After-Ages. Much of the 
Book of Pſalms is about David as a Type of 
CurisT : David's Circumſtances were much 


like to CxrisT's, of whom we ſing: We have 


him in his State of Humiliation before he came 
to the Throne, much like the Loxp in his, be- 
fore he roſe and aſcended : And we have him 


in his State of Exaltation after he came to the 


Kingdom, much like to the Loxp after his Re- 
ſurrection, Aſcenſion, and as he ſhall be in his 
FutuRE KIND. Now if Chriſtians were 
more like unto Car1sT in their Hearts, they 
would be more like him in their outward 
Conditions, and then they would find the 
Matters of the Pſalms more ſuitable to their 
own Caſes : But if Men are not like unto him 

| | in 
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1 
in Uprightneſs and Purity, and if they take 
not up the Cyoſt to follow him, but will con- 
form to the World, 'tis no Wonder that they 
do not find the Matters and Circumſtances of 
David (which were the ſame to Jzsvs CHRIST s, 
and his the ſame to thoſe of his faithful Fol- 
lowers) like unto theirs, = 

It muſt be granted, that in ſome Pſalms there 
are Matters ſomewhat ſpecial or peculiar ; And 
yet all of theſe may be uſed with ſome parti- 
cular Application unto Perſons or Things that 
may nearly concern us now or hereafter. But, 
however, they may be ſung Hiſtorically, and ſo 
be found profitable for Inſtruction and Admo- 
nition; or to the Adoration of Gop for his 
Sovereignty, Righteouſneſs, or Goodneſs, in his 
Works and Ways of Providence. And tho' we 
have Variety of Matters in ſome Pſalms, there's 
no juſt Occaſion for Mr. Watts to attribute to 
that, or to ſomewhat that may be call'd ſpe- 
cla] or peculiar in a Pſalm, ſo much Evil in 


Singing, as he confeſſes they find in their af 
Hearts ; no, there's no Reaſon that they ſhould 


lay any of it to the Plalm as the Cauſe : But 
this is his Manner ; he ſpeaks of their Con- 
ſciences being frighted, the Powers of their 
Souls ſhock'd, the uniform Thread of Devotion 
broke, their Hearts forbidden the Purſuit of the 
Song, the Harmony and Worſhip made dull ; 
and all this by the different Matter that may 


occur in the Plalm, which they can't perſonally 


E 2 apply 


apply to themſelves, or their own Caſe; But; 


126 


ſnould we harp but on one String? would that 
be for Harmony, or be praiſe-worthy for Uni- 
formity in the Spirit of Devotion? We have 
Variety of Petitions, Confeſſions, and Thanks 
in Prayer; ſome belonging to one's Caſe, 
and ſome to another's; and ſome to Per- 
ſons not preſent: And we may confeſs the 
Sins of our Forefathers; and praiſe Gop for 
his ancient Works on the Behalf of his 
People, and ſing of their Conditions and 
Affairs; and this is no Hinderance to De- 
votion, nor cauſes any Sin in it. And we 
may very well ſing of, or about others in 
the Pſalms, without changing the Perſonal 
Pronouns 1 and We. The Levitet, long after 
David's Time, were ordered to fing Praiſe un- 
to the Lo xD with the Words of David, and 
of Aſaph the Seer: And we have no ground to 
believe that the Jews ever made this ſmall 
Alteration to change the firſt Perſon into the 
third : However, 'tis molt evident that they ſung 
in the firft Perſon, where Gop himſelf ſpoke in 
that Perſon; and where the Matter was Hiſtorical, 
as in the fecond Pſalm, I bave ſet my King upon 
any holy Hill of Zion, And in another Pſalm, I 
have made a Covenant with my Choſen : I have 
ſworn unto David my. Servant. f And if we 
may ſing in the firſt Perſon, where the LORD 
| ſpoke, 
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ke, why not where Man ſpoke, without any 
Saas Thereſore this in our Trandl2 
tion, might have been paſſed over by this [mis 
tator, without his Notice. As to the Matter of 
David's Pſalms, I'll ſay only this, That ſome 


Chriſtians have from their Acquaintance with 


them, and Experiences by Providences, thought 
that there's a Sufficiency of Matter: But if any 
think otherwiſe, they may eſteem the other 
Songs in the Bible a Supplement. : 
'Thus we ſee what an ill Opinion Mr. Watts 
has of David's Pſalms, i. e. of the Spirit, Lan- 
uage, and Matter of many of them; and alſo 
— cauſeleſs it is. Now conſidering bow far 
Mr. Watts diſlikes David's Pſalms, what an O- 
nion be has of David, and what an Opinion 
= has of himſelf, what can we ſay for his taking 
David as a Pattern to imitate ? I muſt needs ſay, 
it ſeems that he did it for Name's ſake, rather 
than for any thing elſe, that his own Pſalms 
might be the more eſteem'd and uſed : And if 
ſo, 'tis likely he has not been diſappointed of 
his End. But how weakly do thoſe Perſons judge 
and act, that eſteem and uſe them for Davie 8 


ſake, ſince they are ſo unlike to Dawid's Pſalms, 


andwere made to thruſt David's Pſalms quite out 
of Divine Worſhip ? Therefore, he that is for Mr. 
Watt's Pſalms, is againſt Cavid's. One would 
wonder that ſo many are ſo eaſily and ſo ſoon mo- 
ved from the holy and inſpired Pſalms to thoſe 
of human Compoſure : But we may confider 
Man's Ignorance of and Averſion to the ſincere 
or pure Milk of the Word; alſo that few are 
regenerated in this Age: And the Apoſile faith, 
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The natural Man receiveth not the Things of the 
Spirit of Gop, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. * But if Mr. Watts's Followers 
ſay, thoſe Plalms are David's, then they make 
Mr, Watts guilty of adding to, and taking from 
David's Pſalms ; of changing and confounding 
Things as to Order of Time and Place; and 
of changing of Matter: So that they muſt acknow- 
ledge, that he has ſo broken and bended the Key 
of David, that in his Book, the Mind of David, 
or of the Holy Spirit, can't be known; and conſe- 
uently they bring him under thoſe Curſes in 
the New Teſtament, which I wifh may be read 
and well conſider'd, Gal. i, 6, 7, 8, 9. Rev. xxii. 18, 
19. But Mr. Watts himſelf tells us in, the Title- 
Page of thoſe Pſalms, that his Work is an Imi- 
tation; and after explaining it in the Preface to 
the larger Volume, that we are not to expect 
in his Book an exa& Tranſlation of the Pſalms 
of David: Truly if any did, they might find 
themſelves groſsly deceived ; for it can't be call'd 
a Tranſlation in any Senſe : And it may be ſome- 
what difhcult to give it a proper Title. Accor- 
ding to the Title which he has given and the 
Work together, tis an Imitation of ſome Parts 
of the Book of Pſalms. But whether that Work 
which he has done with ſome regard to thoſe 
Parts, has ſo much Likeneſs to them, as to de- 
{erve the Title of Imitations of them, may be 
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beſt known by comparing the one with the o- 
ther; and by obſerving Mr. Watts's Sentiments 
of the Pſalms, and of David their Author. But 
to return to an Enquiry for a Cauſe of his ſet- 
ting David for his Example to imitate, (ſeeing 
that he thought ſo ill of his Spirit, Language, 
and Matter, and fo well of himſelf, as having 
Goſpel Love and Light,) {hall we think that he 
hints it himſelf in theſe Words? Where the Jewiſh 
Pſalmiſt ſeems to mean the Goſpel ; but he was 
not able to ſpeak it plain, by reaſon of the Tifancy 
of that Diſtenſatio), and longs for the Aid of a 

hriſtian Poet. But did David long for a Man to 
help him to ſpeak plainer, and yet he ſpake by the 
HoLy SeIkIT as an Inſpired Writer? and is Mr. 
Watts at laſt his greateſt or only Aſſiſtant ? I'll 
not ſay, let any judge. But if this were true, 
tis ſtrange that he ſhould talk of imitating one 
that be thinks ſeemed to mean Things, and 
could not ſpeak plain : For the Greater does not 
imitate the Leſſer, but the Leſſer the Greater. 


And I ſay again, that it ſeems he named David 


as an Example, for Name's ſake: And how lit- 
tle like to David's Pſalms muſt bis Imitations 
be, ſeeing he thought ſo meanly and ill of them? 


I ſhall 


r — 
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* As to what Mr. Watts ſaith from 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. of his 
haying hit upon the true Intent of the Spirit of God far- 
ther and clearer than David could diſcover, I ſay David 
gave us the true and full Mind of the Holy Spirit, rather 
than his own, if we muſt diſtinguiſh, But See 4. ii. 25, 
10 32. 5 - 
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I ſhall next enquire what Rule Mr. Watts 
work'd by in Making his Pſalms. "Tis plain, 
that he did not go by David's Pſalms; and he 


does not pretend to have acted by any Spiritual 
Songs in the Bible beſides. What Rule for Lan- 


guage could he find in the Bible different from 


that of the Pſalms, which he profeſſes to reject ? 
What Rule tor Spirit did he take, when he re- 
jected the Imprecations ? Example he did not 
not follow: What Precept or Injunction for a 
Rule had he * One would think that a ſober 
Mind is ſufficient to teach a Perſon that he can- 
not make a better Plalm-Book for Chriſtian 
Worſhip than David's, or that he is not able 
to reform that: * But however, whatever Opi- 
nion a man may have of himſelf as to Capacity, 
one would think that he would tear to under- 
take to reform thoſe Pſalms that are of Divine 
Inſpiration, (and which the infpired Writers of 
the New Teſtament ſpake not againſt, nor cor- 
rected) till he has a ſpecial Commiſſion from 
above. But can any think that the Lo xo left 
the Plalms unfit for a Goſpel Spirit and Worſhip 

till now? | 
Now I will not here diſpute, whether tis 
lawful for Men to make Pſalms or Hymns 
for Congregations to worſhip with, or they to 
receive them : But I would ask Mr. Watts and 
his 


—— —— 


„Note, Mr. (Watts ſpeaks (with Relation to his Werk) 
of his converting and leading David, as well as of his Imita- 
ting of him. 
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his Diſciples, whether a Man acts juſtly and 
wiſely, in teaching to pray, if he does it trom an 
ill and erroneous Notion of the Rule of Prayer 
that our Loxp has given, and ſaith, that the 
Spirit of it is contrary to Love, and the Lan- 
guage Dark, Gc. And whether it would 
be Lawtul to learn of him, or follow his Pray- 
ers 2 Now, if there is any Rule for makin 
Pſalms, I {ſhould think 'tis David's Pſalter ; bur 
this Mr. Watts rejects: And if he would ſeek 
for any Songs in the New Teſtament for Di- 
rection, I think he can't find ſo much as one after 
the Jewiſh Law was aboliſhed, except thoſe muſt 
ſtand for ſome in the Revelations, and ſome of em 
have Old Teſtament Language in them, as III 
ſhew: And they ſung a new Song, ſaying, Thou 
haſt made us unto our Gop Kings and Prieſts. 
And I heard the Voice of many Ange!s --=- ſaying, 
with a loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlain «--, 4 Hence it appears, that Mr. Watts re- 
jects the Songs of the Old and New Teſtament, 
as not being Rules to him : Therefore I think 
tis maniteſt that he follow'd his own Imagina- 
tions in making his Imitations; and that 
tis not lawful to uſe them in the Worſhip of 
God ; it it were lawful to uſe human Compo- 
lures, But alas! theſe his Pſalms have thruſt 
F David's 


* 


f Rev. v. 9, 10, 11, 12. Note, Theſe very Songs he calls 
Patterns of Coriftian Pſalmody, in the Preface to his Hymns. 


(32) 
Davids out of many Congregations, and that 
under the Name of Dawid tis very likely, and 
according to their Author's Deiire ; for he 
thinks he has led the Pfalmiſt of iſrael into the 
Church of Cxzisr, without any Thing of a 
Few about him ; and thinks alſo his Work the 
moſt worthy to be Received and Uſed : Flis 
Words are, Tho" there are many gone before ine 
that have taught the Hebrew Fſalmiſt to ſpeak 
, het I think I may aſſume this Plea ure 
of being the firſt who have brought 45wn the 
Royal Author into the Commen Afairs of the 
Chriſtian Life, and led the I ſalmiſt of Iſrael into 
the Church of C Hals, without any Thing of a 
Jew about him. And whenſozver there (hall 
__ any Paraphraſe of the Book of Fſalms 
that hath more of the Savour of Fiety, more of 
the Spirit and Style of the Goſpel, with a ſuge- 
rior Dy of Verſe, and yet the Lines as 
eaſy and flowing, and the Senſe and Language 
as level to the loweſt Capacity, I. hall congratu- 
late the World, and conſent to ſay, Let this at- 
tempt of mine be buried in Silence. Til ſuch a 
Work ariſe, I muſt attend theſe Evangelick S ng 
(which have been the Labour of ſo many Years) 
with a devout Wiſh. I think it's certain that 
he accounts his Imitations, to be better th.n 
any Tranſlations of David's Plaims -for Chrif- 
tian Worſhip, and that he wiſhes that thoſe 
may be uſed rather than theſe. But yet, this 
Author had ſaid before, in his Preface to his 
Hymns, that it was far from him to lay _—_ 
tho 


(33) 
the Book of Pſalms in publick Worſhip: The 
Words are thele, Far be it from my Thoughts 
to lay aſide the Book of Pſalms in Publick Wor- 
ſhip; few can pretend to ſo great a Value for 
them as myſelf : It is the moſi Artful, moſt De- 
votional and Divine Collection of Poeſy. But 
the Book of Pſalms is laid aſide in publick 
Worſhip by Mr. Watts's Imitations of ſome 
Parts of it; and ſurely they can't be call'd or 
accounted the Book of Plalms, how ſhort they 
= of em, and unlike to em, may be eaſily 
cen. 
And yet, this Author had the Face to ſay; 
that few could pretend to ſo great a Value for 
the Pſalms as himſelf, who thinks he has made 
David ſpeak more unlike to David than any 
before him: But he had ſpoke the Truth, if 
he had ſaid juſt the contrary; that Few or 
None could pretend to ſo ſmall an Eſteem of 
them as himſelf : For, what Man ever ſpoke ſo 
reproachfully of them as he? Or, what Man 
ever made them void as to publick Worſhip 
as he has, both by Word and Work e 

I ſhall make an End with ſhewing what 
Mr. Watts might and ſhould have done (if he 
had had Knowledge) for the Reformation of 
Plalmody, inſtead of what he hath ſaid and 
done. If he had taught us how to uſe the 
Imprecations of the Pſalms, inſtead of giving 
them hard Names, converting ſome, and reject- 


ing of others, 


F 2 If 


(34) 

If he had taught the Ignorant the Senſe of 
Jewiſh and Levitical Expreſſions, inſtead of 
telling vs that they darken our Sight, veil us, 
and giving us a New Teſtament Language, 
as he calls it. 

If he had thewn how ſuitable and compre» 
henſive David's Pſalms be unto the general 
and particular Circumſtances and Aﬀairs of 
Chriſuans, inſtead of telling us they, i. e. many 
of them are unſuitable, and the Book deficient. 

it he had taught the right Poſture of Body 
in Singing Pſalms, (which he might have done 
from the Book of Pſalms, as well as from 
many more Books of the Bible; * in which 
this is as clearly taught as the right Poſtures of 
Body in Prayer are, and the Light of Nature 
will help to thew the one, as well as the other,) 
inſtead of telling us of a dull Indifference, a 
negligent and thoughtleſs Air, that fits on the 
Faces of the Aſſembly (while they ſit in Body, 
an indifferent Poſture ) Singing the Plalm ; I 


fay had he done theſe Things for the Refor- 


mation of Plalmody, he had done ſomewhat 
Thank-worthy ; and might have had ſome 
good Succeſs, tho", tis likely, not ſo great as 
he hath by doing the contrary Work: And 
'tis no Wonder that his Pſalm-Books go off by 
Thouſands in a Year, when he has put People 
out of Conceit with David's, by fignifying to 

them 
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* Pſal. exxxiv. 1. Pſal. C xxx. I, 2. 2 Chron, Vi. 35 &- 
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Rev. vil. 9, 10, 12. 1 Chron. xxiii. 30. Neb. xii. 40. 
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them that their Sins committed in the Worſhip ! 
of Praiſe, were cauſed by the Uſe of David's | 
Pſalms, (and ſaith not a word of their own fn- by 
ful and igrorant Hearts as the Cauſe,) and 1 | 


as he pretends, his own Plalms have not thoſe 
Cauſes or Occafions : Who would not be at a 
little Coſt to avoid the Occaſions or Cauſes of 
Sin or Sadneſs in the Service of GoD ? But 
there's another Cauſe of People's careſſing Mr. 
Watts and his Pſalms, and ſlighting David and 
his, which is this; Mr. Warts's Prefaces agree 
exactly with People's Prejudices, and wrong No- 
tions of the Hoiy Scriptures : How de the Vul- 
gar flight the Old Teſtament, and particularly 
the Levitical Law, and negle& to read it ; 
and how agreeable to their Notion and Prac- 
tice are Mr. Watt's Sayings of the Pſalms, 
with regard to Jewiſh and Levitical Expreflions ! 
And again, how often do they ſay, that the 
Scripture is inconſiſtent with, or contradicts it 
ſelf? And how has Mr. Watts ſet the Pſalms 
againſt the Goſpel ! But he had not merited ſuch 
a Character unto himſelf at this Time, if he 
had been no more inconſiſtent with himſelf in 
his Work to reform Pſalmody (but I ſhall not 
take notice of him as to that in Particulars) than 
the Scripture 1s; and indeed that is not at all : 
But many think tis, and perhaps are glad to 
ſee their Notion confirmed from the Preſs by | 
ſuch a one. But David was a great Praiſer of 
Gop's Word; * and they that profeſs to know 
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" the Word ſhould be the ſame; or profeſs lel 


Knowiedge of it. IT 0 
A very unaccountable Workman we have had, 
labour ing to reform Pſalmody; for inſtead of 
fitting and framing People's Hearts by and to 
the Plalms, he has labour'd to fit and frame the 


the Pſalms to their depraved Hearts: An un- 
skilful Workman would he be thought, who 
would chuſe rather to fit the Rule to the Work, 


thin the Work to the Rule: And what Wages 
or Thinks ſuch a one deſerves, let any one judge. 
And yet one that | hath laboured according to 
this. eſteems ſuch a Piece of Work the greateſt 
that he ever publiſhed, or ever hopes to do for 


the Uſe of the Churches. But may the Lord 


of bis great Mercy convince him now in this 


Time of all his contemptuous and hard Speeches, 
which he has impiouſiy ut ter d againſt the PSALs 


of DA vip: And allo that ſome Yorks that are 


bighiy eſteem d among Men, may be an Abomina- 


tion in the Vght of Gop, Litke xvi. 15. 


In bona Cauſa tria verba ſuffciunt. 


